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New program to address labour shortages in 
long-term care 


Saskatchewan Polytechnic's Supportive Care Assistant program will provide 
applicants with jobs and long-term care residents with support. 
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Saskatchewan Polytechnic thinks it has a solution to a few key pandemic issues. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 
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Its latest program, designed to train and educate supportive care assistants, will start later this month, 
getting more professionals into long-term care facilities, while providing residents with jobs and 
employees with potential candidates. 
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With various start dates offered from June to October, the program will include six weeks of online 


government. 


“Right now we've had lots of interest. We’ve had almost 40 students sign up to date. We currently 
requested 100 funded seats,” said Del Essien, program head for Saskatchewan Polytechnic in an 
interview this week, adding that they are looking into adding more spaces. 


The first program uptake will happen on June 14, with consecutive uptakes happening on a monthly 
basis until October. 


Participants will be placed in a long-term or home care setting and learn skills associated with meal 
assistance, cleaning and disinfection, bed-making and inventory organization. They are to assist clients 
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with mobility needs, offer them companionship and engage with them during social activities. 


Upon completion, participants will receive official certification in continuing care assistance and those 
who wish to further their studies, can use the program as a ladder for personal advancement. 


All applicants must be at least 18 years of age, have either Canadian citizenship, permanent residency or 
refugee status, be legally entitled to work in Canada and have proficiency in English. 


STORY CONTINUES BELOW 


Those who claim English as a first language must have completed Grade 10 English or a college 
equivalent, while those with English as a second language must provide proof of their skills through 
IELTS or a similar test. 


International students or those visiting Canada or work visas cannot register. 


Saskatchewan Polytechnic, a long-time supporter of employer innovation and student education, 
developed the program, alongside Colleges and Institutes Canada (CICan). The program stems from 
CICan’s Building Capacity in Long-term Care project, a national initiative that addresses labour 
shortages during the pandemic. Funding will come from CICan through Employment and Social 
Development Canada, a program run by the federal government. 


Students will be placed wherever Saskatchewan Polytechnic’s partner employers are located, which 
includes Regina, Saskatoon, Prince Albert, Moose Jaw and Yorkton. Each partner will receive a wage 
subsidy of $5,000 per student and make important connections with a pool of candidates for filling 
future staffing needs. 


Program seats are subject to availability and student eligibility. Prospective students can apply through 
Sask Polvtech’s website 
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Sg ease 


Long-term and home-care employers interested in partnering with the program are encouraged to 
participate in a Sask Polytech information session. 


gfrancis@postmedia.com 


The news seems to be flying at us faster all the time. From COVID-19 updates to politics and crime and 
everything in between, it can be hard to keep up. With that in mind, the Regina Leader-Post has 
created an Afternoon Headlines newsletter that can be delivered daily to your inbox to help make sure 
you are up to date with the most vital news of the day. Click here to subscribe. 
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TRENDING 


1 ‘Unprecedented collapse’ in lumber prices forces one Canadian sawmill to curb production 


‘Kids were screaming’: Witness describes bear spray incident at Queen City Ex 


2 The vaccinated are worried and scientists don't have answers 
4 COVID-19 outbreaks at 4 Regina long-term care homes, 3 more suspected 


5 Regina man facing nearly 40 charges following robberies, break-ins 


THIS WEEK IN FLYERS 


COMMENTS 


Postmedia is committed to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion and encourage all readers 
to share their views on our articles. Comments may take up to an hour for moderation before appearing 
on the site. We ask you to keep your comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email 
notifications—you will now receive an email if you receive a reply to your comment, there is an update to 
a comment thread you follow or if a user you follow comments. Visit our Community Guidelines for more 
information and details on how to adjust your email settings. 
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